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Policy on Release of Reader Performance Data

Purpose

To delineate ACRIN’s policy for releasing and distributing summary measures of individual reader performance in ACRIN studies.

Background

ACRIN studies often assess and summarize the diagnostic performance of the participating radiologists. This information is sometimes the objective of a study and sometimes the byproduct of a larger screening trial (e.g., reader qualification data). Despite the research setting, these assessments have the potential to negatively impact the perception of a radiologist’s diagnostic ability. Therefore, these assessments and their subsequent summary of reader performances are always kept strictly confidential. For example, readers are assigned confidential reader identification codes which are linked with reader-specific data and all reports (manuscripts, presentations, etc.) of reader performance are presented either aggregated across readers or with reader identities masked.

Policy

A. Data relating to or summaries of reader performance will always be analyzed and presented in a confidential and masked manner. 
B. Study PIs will not have access to unmasked reader performance information. 
C. At the completion of a study in which individual reader performance has been analyzed and summarized, a participating reader may request his or her own performance summaries by completing the Data Access Request application on our Web site, www.acrin.org/archpolicy.html. The application can be e-mailed or faxed to the attention of Ashley Fails at data-access@acrin.org or 215-717-0936. HQ may release this information in accordance with ACRIN policy. Care will be taken to ensure the confidential transfer of such information.
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