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Timeline of Major Milestones

	Date
	Milestone

	Jan. 1998


	ACR Board Chair Ronald Evens, MD recruits Bruce Hillman, MD to respond to the NCI’s request for application to implement a medical imaging research network.

	Mar. 1999
	ACRIN receives funding commitment of $ 23 million to establish a network and to conduct multi-center clinical trials through January 2003 under the direction of Bruce Hillman, MD. Constantine Gatsonis, PhD, leads a linked biostatistics and data management grant and works with Dr. Hillman to develop the nascent network.

	Nov. 1999


	ACRIN launches its first multi-center clinical trial: Role of Radiology in the Pretreatment Evaluation of Invasive Cervical Cancer (ACRIN 6651) in cooperation with the GOG cooperative group.

	July 2000
	A retrospective study of CT colonography is activated; the results are  critical for justifying a future prospective trial.

	Sept. 2001


	The first ACRIN Fall Meeting open to all interested in ACRIN research is held in Arlington, VA. Nearly 250 attend.

	Oct. 2001
	ACRIN launches the digital mammography trial (ACRIN 6652 – DMIST) with $ 26.5 million of supplemental funding from the NCI.

	Aug. 2002
	ACRIN launches the National Lung Screening Trial (ACRIN 6654 – NLST) with $ 100 million of supplemental funding from the NCI.  Nearly 20,000 participants are enrolled by August 2004.

	May 2002


	ACRIN collaborates with NCI cooperative group CALGB to conduct the trial Contrast-Enhanced Breast MRI for Patients Undergoing Neoadjuvant Treatment for Locally Advanced Breast Cancer. Nesting an imaging trial in the context of a therapeutic trial becomes an important and often followed ACRIN model.

	Sept. 2003


	The first results of an ACRIN trial are published in the peer-reviewed journal, Gastroenterology
“Computerized Tomographic Colonography: Performance Evaluation in a Retrospective Multicenter Setting.”

	Mar. 2004
	ACRIN receives a renewal funding commitment of nearly $ 16 million to conduct multi-center clinical trials of medical imaging through December 2007 under the direction of Bruce Hillman, MD and Constantine Gatsonis, PhD.

	Feb. 2005
	The National CT Colonography Trial is launched with $ 7 million of supplemental funding from the NCI

	May 2005
	The National Oncologic PET Registry is launched.  Managed by ACRIN,  nearly 1800 facilities are participating by 2008 with over 100,000 patients enrolled.  The goal of NOPR is to provide data to expand reimbursed uses of PET for cancer.

	Sept. 2005


	The first time ACRIN trial results are published in the New England Journal of Medicine.  “Diagnostic Performance of Digital vs. Film Mammography for Breast Cancer Screening”

	May 2006


	In an effort led by Dr. Hillman and the ACR, $ 7 million is raised for the ACRIN Fund for Innovative Imaging. The ACR contributes $ 2 million. General Electric and Siemens each contribute $ 1 million.  The fund is first used to establish the ACRIN cardiovascular committee and fund a study of the value of computer-aided detection (CAD) for digital mammography study.

	Nov. 2006


	
The first ACRIN PA trial is launched:  A Multi-Center Trial on MR Image Markers of Knee Articular Cartilage Damage in Osteoarthritis -  funded by the Pennsylvania Dept. of Health’s Commonwealth Universal Research Enhancement Program with funds from the Tobacco Settlement Act.

	Mar. 2007


	The results of the MRI Evaluation of the Contralateral Breast in Women With a Recent Diagnosis of Breast Cancer are published in the New England Journal of Medicine.


	Jan. 2008


	Bruce Hillman, MD,  completes his two terms as ACRIN network chair as allowed for in the bylaws.  Mitchell Schnall, MD, PhD, who served as deputy chair throughout Dr. Hillman’s tenure, assumes the role as network chair.

	Mar. 2008
	ACRIN receives funding commitment of nearly $ 26 million to conduct multi-center clinical trials of medical imaging through January 2012 under the direction of Mitchell Schnall, MD, PhD.

	May 2008


	The Journal of the American Medical Association publishes “Combined Screening with Ultrasound and Mammography Compared to Mammography Alone: Results of the First-Year Screen in ACRIN 6666”

	Sept. 2008


	The National CT Colonography Trial results are published in the New England Journal of Medicine.

	Oct. 2008


	At the start of its 10th year of operation, ACRIN has accrued over 76,000 participants, collected more than 20 million images and has published over 50 scientific papers.  In addition, over $100 million has been distributed to participating facilities in support of carrying out ACRIN research protocols.


